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Workforce Development

A key part of that mission is ensuring that our | | Mock it
region has a strong, prepared, and future-focused 2 L

workforce. Local employers consistently share that v - f 0 .
one of their greatest challenges, and greatest =S B RO Ck 1t
opportunity is talent. When students feel : e g | By
equipped, confident, and connected to career _ .
pathways close to home, our communities thrive. | - FEBRUAURY 27, 2026
Both the Careers and Commerce Expo and Mock It i . BARER CoLL e o
Then Rock It reflect AES's commitment to investing CADILLAC

in young people today so our region can prosper

tomorrow. By coordinating these initiatives, we

bring schools, businesses, and community partners

together to create meaningful opportunities for

students and build a resilient, homegrown

workforce.

Partnership

20Fathoms held their first Small Business
Bootcamp in Cadillac in partnership with the
SBDC, Cadillac Area Chamber of Commerce and
AES. The class had 11 participants that ranged
from current small business owners looking to
expand or refine and individuals with a burning
passion and idea for a business. They attended 4

COMMERCE EXP0 2026

Job Fair - Business Expo - Volunteer Fair
OPEN TO ALl

THE WEX

sessions: 1320 E. 13" St,, Cadillac, MI

Understand your business model and how
to refine it.

Learn how to market your business.

Dive into the building blocks of financial
modeling.

Build momentum by goal setting.

Cadillac.org/events

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE!

Contact Beth: bmiller@cadillac.org

Representatives from AES, the Cadillac Chamber of Commerce, MiWorks and the MEDC recently

toured JX Tactical, a manufacturing plant here in Cadillac. JX Tactical is the home of the original
Fat Guy Holster and the T5 Duty Series, is a holster manufacturer and retailer. We were able to sit
down with the owner Paul to hear about his business, his plans for expansion and to talk about
the services and resources available to business owners in our region.



SERVING WEXFORD &
> < MISSAUKEE COUNTIES

Alliance for Economic Success

PAGE 2

« EdKellogg Commumty Food Dr|ve Niki, along Wlth Beth and Victoria from the Cadillac Area
Chamber of Commerce worked the Ed Kellogg Food Drive during the annual event organized by
the Cadillac Salvation Army in Wexford, Missaukee, and Kalkaska counties to collect food
donations for those in need. (also picture Greg from the Salvation Army)

« Missaukee Area Chamber of Commerce Craft Show- Missaukee Area Chamber of Commerce and
Executive Director pictured with Santa at the Chambers Craft show.

Housing

WEXFORD MISSAUKEE
HOUSING ADVOCACY

The purpose of the Wexford Missaukee Housing Advocacy
Committee is to convene stakeholders to examine the housing
initiotives in the greater Cadillac area and to develop a plan to
achieve an increase in affordable housing stock.

The group is open to anyone who wants to attend. Our goal is
to include a diverse group of like-minded individuals who have a
shared vision and philosophy of making our two counties more
livable for all members of the community.

TUESDAY, DEC 2, 2025 AT 2PM
CADILLAG CITY WATER HQ TRAINING ROOM- 7241 E 44 ROAD CADILLAC

Upcoming Events

» Missaukee Area Chamber of Commerce Business after 5- Dec 3rd at 5pm hosted by La Guera

Cocina & Catina, and sponsored by Missaukee Area Community Foundation
« Cadillac Area Chamber of Commerce Holiday Luncheon Dec 12 at After26




